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again,   offering   an   escape  from  his   marital   and   love
complications.

Magazines and newspapers began sending their corre-
spondents to Japan. Jack received offers from five syndicates,
and accepted the one that bid the most money, the Hearst
chain. In the first week of January he went to the offices of
the Examiner and had his picture taken on the roof of the
building. Wearing a working-man's dark suit and high shoes
and needing a haircut, he looked as though he had just come
off a shift at the Belmont Steam Laundry. The pictures
reveal the stress and anxiety of the six months since he had
separated from Bessie in their cabin at Glen Ellen; the look
of boyishness has been dissipated, he appears troubled and
harassed.

He ordered Macmillan to send his monthly cheque to
Bessie, asked Eliza to give Miss Kittredge anything she might
need, the first intimation Eliza had had of what was going
on, then commissioned George Sterling to edit "The Sea Wolf
before Macmillan sent it to press. On the seventh of January,
1904, five days before his twenty-eighth birthday, he crossed
on the ferry to the Embarcadero and sailed on the S.S. Siberia
for Yokohama.

On board the Siberia was a jolly group of newspapermen,
which promptly named itself the Vultures. On the first day
out from Honolulu, while playing jumping games on deck,
Jack landed on a round stick and sprained his left ankle. His
right ankle being weak from a spill off an express train when
a Tramp Royal, this accident crippled him. " For sixty-five
sweaty hours I lay on my back. Yesterday I was carried on
deck on the back of an English correspondent." He had little
time to brood over his ill fate, for the Vultures thronged his
cabin, regaling him with yarns of other wars and other
assignments.

When he docked at Yokohama he had a drink at each of
the bars where as a boy of seventeen he had drunk shoulder
to shoulder with Big Victor and Axel when they had been
the Three Sports of the Sophie Sutherland. Then he took the
train for Tokio, where he found correspondents assembled